
GRADUATION SPEAKER INFORMATION 
 

At each Phoenix graduation, students are selected to speak for the 

senior class. We feel that our ceremony should celebrate our students’ 

accomplishments and reflect the pride and happiness that the occasion 

represents for graduates, their families and friends and the school staff. 

You may try out to speak at graduation if you are not on the “in 

danger of failing” list, you have taken and passed all of the tests 

necessary for graduation, and you have been a Phoenix student for at 

least two minis.  

   

Auditions 

If you are interested in trying out, please listen to the morning 

announcements or see Mr. Anderson in room 184. You need to have a 

good rough draft of your speech to leave with the committee. You should 

be prepared to read your speech with expression, but DO NOT 

MEMORIZE your speech for the audition. 

 

Guidelines 

 Speeches should be about 3 to 5 minutes 

 Topics for speeches should focus on celebrating graduation, setting 

goals and planning for the future, reflecting on the Phoenix 

experience, making the most of one’s potential, etc. Some other topics 

include the challenges of becoming an adult, the value of lasting 

friendships and dreams for the future. 

 Speeches should NOT focus on individual teachers or staff members 

(save those thoughts for a more personal and private occasion). 

Remember that you are speaking for ALL the seniors, so concentrate 

on shared experiences and themes. 

 It is appropriate to share some of your personal story in your speech 

but do not make your personal story the whole speech. 

 Stories, metaphors (not clichés), short quotations from famous people, 

poems or songs sometimes help to make your speech more interesting. 

Be sure to mention where the quotation comes from in your speech. 

 The language and tone of your speech should be appropriate for the 

occasion and audience. 

 Be sure your speech has an attention-getting introduction and a 

strong conclusion. These are the two parts of any speech that an 

audience is most likely to remember. 


